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of the attempt, a year earlier, in consequence of the antagonism between the two middle-Volga Mohammedan peoples, to create a Tatar-Bashkir Republic. But meanwhile Kolchak's oppressive policies towards the Bashkirs drove the left wing of their bourgeois-nationalist government towards agreement with the R.S.F.S.R.1 This agreement, of March 23, igig,2 recognised the Bashkir Provisional Revolutionary Committee (i.e. the local nationalists) as the local government until the first meeting of the regional Soviet Congress, and also recognised a separate Bashkir army as a safeguard for internal security. The Right-wing nationalists answered by insurrection,1 but the revolutionary authorities, both local and central, succeeded in suppressing them. A year later (May 19, 1920) the All-Russian Executive Committee of the Soviets decreed 3-the establishment of the autonomous Bashkir Republic and its powers. There were to be separate People's Commissariats of the Bashkir Republic for all important internal functions, and only Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade were completely transferred to the R.S.F.S.R. Defence and Political Police were to be administered by local organs under the control of the respective Russian higher authorities. The Bashkir People's Commissariats administering essential economic functions were to be subordinate to the corresponding Russian offices. The Bashkir Commissariats for the Interior (excluding the sections for Posts and Telegraphs, and, as already mentioned, the political police). Justice, Education, Health, Social Welfare and Agriculture were independent of the Russian Commissariats, but responsible to the All-Russian Central Executive Committee.4 Bashkir autonomy was to form the model for that of the Republics of the Tatars (May 27, 1920), the Kirghiz (August 26, 1920), Daghestan (January 20, 1921), the Crimea (October 18, 1921) 5 and a whole series of other Autonomous Republics established in 1923-4: Yakutia (April 27), Karelia (July 525), Buryat-Mongolia (September 12) and Volga-Germans (February 20, I924-6 The last-mentioned three had previously enjoyed the status of Autonomous Regions. After the establishment of the Karelian Republic the decress granting Republican status also
1 Stalin, op. dt. (notes), pp. 265-6.                 2 Batsell, op. cit.3 pp. 146-1.
9 ibid., pp. 141^-2.'
4 The People's Commissariats correspond to Ministries in the Western sense, .while the AU-Russian Central Executive Committee of the Soviets (V.Ts.LK.), in spite of its name and of a greater share taken by its Committees in administration, was the counterpart of a Western parliament, as the permanent representative of the Soviet Congress, which met only for short periods annually.
6 Batsell, op, cit., pp. 142 ff.                          6 ibid., pp. 152 ff.